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discussion at the academy of medicine, where the question still continues 
to be discussed. 

Eespectfully, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Inspection service at Bio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janeiro, November 17, 1899. 

Sie : I here proceed to answer the circular letter, dated September 
20, received here on November 7. 

Prom July 1, 1898, up to June 30, 1899, there left here 274 ships 
bound to ports of the United States. On board of those ships were 
conveyed 507 steerage passengers. 

From July 1 up to the present date there have left 76 ships bound ta 
ports of the United States, and they have conveyed 247 steerage passen- 
gers and immigrants. 

The sanitary inspection of the ships and passengers has been effected 
in the following manner : 

If the captain calls at the consulate, applying for the respective bill 
of health, inquiries and an examination of the crew list shows, whether 
on board there has occurred, during the respective period, any death 
among the crew. 

"Whenever a case of an infectious disease occurs aboard, the Brazilian 
authorities order the removal of the ship to the quarantine part of 
the port. (There is hardly ever any epidemic disease here except 
yellow fever.) The ship remains at that point for seven or ten days, is 
disinfected and also inspected by the authorities. When such a ship is 
about to leave this port, bound to the United States, I always go on 
board in order myself to inspect the crew before departure. In 
almost all cases I have been previously informed in regard to occur- 
rences on board through my visits to the hospitals, and my connection 
with the agencies, captains, ship chandlers, etc. 

Each ship that conveys passengers is inspected by me. . In con- 
formity with the immigration laws and regulations, August 16, 1898, 
a list has to be issued by the ship agency designating all the steerage 
passengers and for the last few months also such first-class passengers 
as are foreigners and intend to remain in the United States (immigrants). 

If there is a physician on board I examine with him all persons 
whose names are on the list. 

Then I deliver to the physician for each inspected person an inspection 
card, such as is prescribed by the quarantine laws and regulations, 
April 26, 1894, Article V, section 2 ; and if there is no physician on 
board, those cards are delivered to the captain. 

On that occasion the baggage is also inspected. Up to the present 
there has been no occasion for me to object to the departure of any 
person on account of an infectious disease, and therefore to order the 
disinfection of the baggage of this and the other passengers ; at the same 
time I give with the inspection card two red inspection cards, in con- 
formity with Article V, section 10. 

The favorable results, which has been observed during my time, ol 
there being conveyed to the United States only persons in perfect 
health, is a consequence of the knowledge of the steamer agencies that 
they have to pay the expenses and the retransportation of the passen- 
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gers who do not conform to the immigration laws and regulations. Often 
doubtful persons are sent to the consulate before they can obtain a ticket. 

Captain and physician sign in my presence the respective affidavits. 

It has occurred twice, once on the 4th of last September in relation 
to the steamship Herschel, and again on the 27th of the same month in 
relation to the steamship Swindon, both bound to New Orleans, that a 
disinfection of the ship has been required in order to reduce the number 
of days of quarantine at New Orleans. For this purpose all occupied 
rooms on board have been thoroughly washed with soapsuds, to which 
creolin was added. The wearing apparel of the crew has been sub- 
jected for several hours to a spray of a carbolic solution ; the bilge 
has been flushed with sea water, pumped out, and then disinfected with 
a strong solution of bichloride of mercury. The respective solutions 
have been washed down through the orifice leading from deck to the 
bilge. The deck has been abundantly washed with water. 

To the cargo there has been done nothing. 

In regard to vaccination I may remark the following: As we have 
here, especially during recent months, a smallpox epidemic, almost all 
the captains have been requested to be vaccinated and to cause their 
crews to be vaccinated also. Not a single one has consented to follow 
the advice. To the execution of the measure there are many difficul- 
ties, such as want of time, refusal of the crew, expenses, etc. 

There is no means of compelling them, as no legal compulsion exists. 

In regard to the passengers, the agents of the steamers call their 
attention, when they apply for a ticket, to the utility of vaccination. 
Few persons, that have not been vaccinated before, follow the advice. 
On board of steamers that convey physicians, passengers are examined 
in order to ascertain whether they have been previously vaccinated 
and eventually the physician vaccinates during the voyage. For that 
purpose I have here repeatedly applied for vaccine tubes from the 
Municipal Vaccine Institute. 

In my opinion, about 95 per cent of steerage passengers leaving this 
port for the United States have been vaccinated. 

Eespectfully, W. Havelbtjrg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, November S, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith my report of transactions 
at this station for the week ended October 28, 1899, and to respectfully 
inform you that during the past two weeks there have been only 2 cases 
of plague, and that the city remains free from other quarantinable dis- 
eases. The last case of bubonic fever occurred eleven days ago, and the 
city has been officially declared free from the recent epidemic. The 
quarantine against Hongkong at Singapore and other cities in the east 
has been removed. 

Eespectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, JJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Stjrgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



